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TEXTS 

FOR 

CHRISTMAS DECORATION IN 
CHURCHES. 



EXTS are particularly appropriate for 
covering church -walls at Christmas, 
and, when decoration is properly car- 
ried out, ■will form a prominent por- 
tion of the work. 

In small churches they should rest 
under the wall plate or on scrolls, and 
in larger churches they should be well 
kept up, and regard should always be 
had to the proportion as to size, and 
to the distance from the eye. Inscrip- 
tions which from their bareness and flatness remind one forcibly 
of sig:n boards or advertisements are certainly neither ornamental 
nor pleasing. In making letters in leaves for these texts, care 
should be taken to keep the outline clear, as at a distance a 
letter is often distorted by a stray leaf. Nothing therefore sliould 
be done without rule and measure. Few things are more un- 
sightly than an S which has lost its balance or an M unsteady on 
its legs. 

An increased attention is given by some manufacturers to 
the production of seasonable or other texts, in large sizes, and 
beautifully printed in colors at a cost naturally much below that 
of individual manufacture. The latter, however, has the advan- 
tage of personality, which is a great thing in votive work ; it 
has also the opportunity of choice or variation in subject, color, 
size, &c. 

Another method of production is the outlining of designs 
for the amateur to finish in illumination. 

Temporary texts may be made in natural or artificial flowers 
(the latter we do not recommend), or by using the usual mate- 
rials supplied for the purpose, viz. prepared cloth, colored paper, 
flock cloth, gold cloth, gold and silver papers, printed borders, 
&o. ; but the most effective temporary texts are those in which 
evergreens and flowers are used. 

Framework and boards for texts are best made by a prac- 
tical carpenter. Judgment is required in giving the proper 
thickness in accordance with the weight the board or frame will 
be required to carry. All wooden framework used for devices is 
also best made by a carpenter. Less difficulty will be experienced 
in the fixing, and many suggestions given that will be valuable 
to the workers. 

For a text on a background of evergreens. First decide on 
the space to be occupied by the text ; then have a wooden frame 
or — what is better — a flat board made to the required size. 

Cover the whole of the board or frame with some cheap 
material (common green glazed lining will answer well), and turn 
a wide margin of the cloth over the back of the board, and fix 
with tacks. The sprays and leaves being ready and cut to a uni- 
form size, proceed to fix to the board, by working from left to 
right. In this portion of the work a better result is obtainable, 
if one worker selects the sprays and leaves, and hands them as 
required to the worker using the hammer and tacks : this will 
insure greater uniformity and save much time. 

We give the method adopted by a very successful amateur. 
A board is first covered as previously directed ; the first sprays 
are fixed to the top left hand corner ; strong tapes are then fixed 
by tacks diagonally across the beginning at the corner. Place 
the sprays under the first tape and drive suflielent tacks to secure 
the tape firmly to the board ; then place another row of sprays 
under the tape and &x these also by tacks driven at two to three 
inches apart, as the fullness of the sprays may require. If each 
row of sprays should overlap the preceding one, a very even re- 
sult will be obtained. The board being entirely covered, next 
add the border. This is best added after the board is covered, 
as the slightly raised appearance of the bordering greatly im- 
proves the work. The letters being ready, proceed to fix them, 
first ascertaining the centre of the space to be occupied by the 
text, by stretching a string tightly from end to end. The letters 
being constructed from a centre line, the proper height for fixing 
is at once obtained. Fix the letters with stout nails having 
broad heads, and avoid driving the nail too far ; this will pre- 
vent the foliage of the background being too much pressed 
down. 

TEXTS IH LBTTERS OF EVERGREENS OR ETBRLASTIMG 
FLOWERS. 

These require a firm background, and the board should be 
made in the same manner as described for the text, with back- 
ground of leaves. 

If a text is placed at the height of eight pr ten feet, the 
quality of the material used cannot well be judged ; hence we 
recommend those materials which are not costly, relying for efl'ect 



on accuracy in the work and finish of the letters. The color of 
the material for the background will be in accordance with the 
festival or season. Scarlet, crimson, and white are the best back- 
grounds for evergreens. 

Here are a few combinations for grounds of texts ; 

Board covered white, borders and letters in evergreens, or with 
border of blue and white, or red and white. 

Red ground placed over centre, leaving the white margin for 
the background of the border. The red may be crimson paper, 
crimson cloth, flock cloth, or cotton velvet. 

Board covered white ; red edge may be of cloth or colored 
paper. For the gold and black border use the printed borders, 
or illuminate on plain gold paper. 

Slip of gold paper placed over the ground, leaving the white 
space for border. One end shows text finished with printed bor- 
der, the other with border of evergreens. 

The same as No. 1, with addition of gold diaper ; the diaper 
may be added by hand, or gold printed diaper paper can be pro- 
cured. 

For the first covering of the board, white glazed calico, Tur- 
key red, cotton velvets, flock paper, and flock cloth, are most 
generally used. White or colored paper may be used for cheap- 
ness. Colored papers, with diaper ground of gold, are very good. 
In covering the board, carry the material well over the edges, 
and (if a fabric) fix at the back by tacks ; if paper, use strong 
paste. If the board is large, and cheapness an object, first cover 
with paper, using strong paste, and turning the margin well over 
the back ; the paper being quite dry, the ground- work of the 
text is then added. When using flock cloth or gold cloth, a great 
saving of material will be effected by placing a slip only of the 
required width. This first portion of the work should be done 
very securely, as texts in frames with floral letters are not easily 
handled, and when finished may suffer in the fixing. The board 
being covered proceed to ascertain the proper position for each 
letter, and the spaces for the borders. Then fix the letters. 

Taking as a selected text, " Glory to God in the Highest," 
first set out the work by placing the prepared cloth cut to the 
required length and width (say eighteen feet long by eighteen 
inches wide) on a long bench, or school desk when practicable, 
or — which is preferable, but not so convenient, a carpeted floor. 
We recommend the prepared cloth, as it possesses many import- 
ant advantages, can be had in any length or width, does not 
tear in handling, and the unseemly joints too often observable in 
paper are avoided. 

Paper letters pasted on a paper ground have many disad- 
vantages ; the letter expands by being pasted, and the contrac- 
tion caused in the drying gives a very rough appearance to the 
work. If paper letters are used, then have the material on which 
they are mounted very stout. 

The cloth being stretched quite flat on the floor or bench, 
three distinct spaces are required ; one at the top and one at the 
bottom for the border, and a centre space for the lettering. 
Space the width for the border and centre accurately— say three 
inches for the border, and six for the lettering. 

Stretch a string, first covered with red chalk or black lead, 
across the length of the board about two inches from the top 
edge. When the string is tight, a second person should lift it in 
the centre, and let it fall suddenly : this is technically called 
"snapping." A faint line is thus secured; and the operation 
being repeated every two inches nine faint lines are made. 

The parallel lines being described, the border must be first 
affixed to the cloth, unless it consists of evergreens, when it must 
be fixed last. The text being eighteen feet long, and containing 
twenty-two letters, and adding the space of a letter between each 
word (five), also at each end (two), we must arrange for twenty- 
nine spaces, and deducting the end spaces occupied by the bor- 
ders (six inches), the text will require a letter seven inches wide ; 
but as the letters should not be placed close together, six inches 
will be found a convenient width. We have in this calculation 
allowed the width of a letter between each word ; this may be 
increased with good effect ; and when the distance is twice the 
width of a letter, put a star between each word. This improves 
the appearance, and admits of a change of color. The cloth 
should next be roughly marked in spaces of six inches ; or, what 
is better, arrange the cut letters on the cloth, and mark lightly 
with pencil the space each is to occupy. 

By having all the letters cut ready, and arranging them pre- 
vious to fixing, even an inexperienced decorator will detect at a 
glance any error of distance between the several letters or spaces 
between the words. 

The letters being ready, cleanliness in fixing is of great im- 
portance. Use strong paste, or paste and thick gum mixed. Do 
not paste each letter at the back, but spread the paste or gum 
on a piece of card or any flat surface, then lay each letter as 
required on the pasted card, and press down gently with the 
finger; the cut letter will then be evenly coated with paste and 
the edges quite clean. Place each letter on its proper space ; rub 
down very gently ; this must be done not by rubbing the letter 
itself, but by rubbing on a piece of clean smooth paper first laid 
over the pasted letter. 



